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B 0 R 0 U g H OF  TENBY 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  19U8. 


To  His  Worship  the  llajor,  and  Merahers  of  the  Council. 

I heg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948. 


VITAL  STA.  TISTICS . 

Resident  Population,  (Registra]'’  General’ s Estimate) . . .1948. . . 

4,537 


England  Y/ales. 

Birth  Rate  20.3  per  1,000  pop.  17»9 

Death  Rate  13.9  per  1,000  pop.  10.8 

Infantile 

Mortality  Rate  10.9  per  1,000  births  34 


It  will  be  noted  that  the  Birth  Rate  is  higher  than 
that  for  the  whole  of  the  co^intry,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  is  considerably  lower. 

The  Death  Rate  is  higher  than  that  for  the  whole  of 
the  country.  63.5%  of  the  deaths  registered  were  of  persons 
i.ver  70  years  of  age,  including  31 .8%  of  persons  over  the  age 
of  80  years. 


Causes  of  Death . 

A 1 i.  Causes 
T.lisrculosis 
Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza 


M. 

33 

0 

1 

0 


Cat'cer  9 

Diabetes  0 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  4 

Heart  Diseases  12 

Diseases  of  Circ.  System  of  other  organs  0 

Bronchitis  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Digestive  Diseases  1 

Birth  Injuries,  Infant  Diseases  & Premature  Birth  1 

Violent  Causes  other  than  suicide  & road  traffic 

accidents  2 

All  other  causes  1 


P. 

30 

1 

0 

1 ^ 
5 
1 
5 

15 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
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still  Births:  1 or  1%  of  Total  Births. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:  1 or  1.1%  of 
Illegitimate  Births:  3 or  3%  of  Total  Births. 


Total  Births. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Scarlet  Fever  3 


Whooping  Gough  3 


Pneumonia 


Cerehro-Spinal 

Fever,  1 


TUBERCULOSIS . 

Eight  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  of  which 
five  were  pulmonary.  There  was  one  death. 

The  arrangements  for  hospital  treatment,  vi^hich  were 
made  hy  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  are  now 
made  hy  the  Regional  Hospital  Board;  hut  there  is  still  the 
same  delay  in  admission  of  patients,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
nursing  staff 

The  County  Council  are  no  longer  responsible  for  the 
working  of  the  scheme  for  allowances  to  dependents  of 
tuberculosis  patients,  which  is  now  undertaken  by  the 
National  Assistance  Board. 


]:MMITNI;3ATI0N  against  diphtheria . 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  the  local  Doctors^  and 
payment  is  made  by  the  County  Council. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  in  1948  was:- 

Under  5 years  of  age:~  43 

Between  5-15  yrs,  of  age;-  2 Total  45. 

Reinforcing  injections;-  45 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

With  t he  exception  of  a few  outlying  areas,  the  whole 
of  the  Borough  has  a mains  supply.  The  number  of  dv/elling 
houses  supplied  direct  from  the  public  water  main  is  1 ,240 
an.d  no  houses  are  supplied  by  means  of  stand  pipes. 

The  source  of  the  public  supply  is  the  Ritec  Stream; 
and  the  intake  is  at  Carswell,  about  f of  a mile  upstream 
from  the  Pumping  Station  in  Clicketts  lane,  where  the  water 
is  subjected  to  Alura  precipitation  in  the  suction  tank  before 
being  pumped  through  high  pressure  filters. 

After  filtration  the  water  is  sterilised  by  the  Chlora- 
mine process  before  being  pumped  up  to  a Service  Reservoir 
of  650,000  gallons  capacity,  mile  up  the  Narberth  Road. 

The  town,  mains  are  fed  by  gravity  from  this  Reservoir  210  ft. 
above  sea-level. 

One  chemical  analysis  of  the  water  was  made  during  the 
year.  This  was  sntisfactory . 

Fourteen  samples  were  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examinabion  and  of  these  ten  showed  that  chlorination  had 
been  satisfactory:  the  four  doubtful  samples  could  be  con- 
sidered suitable  for  domestic  purposes,  but  failed  to  comply 
with  the  highest  standard  desirable  where  a public  supply  is 
concerned,  since  Bact.  coli  were  present  in  minimal  amounts. 
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The  supply  was  sufficient  in  quantity. 

Tenby  is  one  of  the  constituent  authorities  of  the  new 
Water  Board  which  has  been  formed  to  provide  a more  wholesome 
supply  of  water  from  the  Prescelly  Mountains  to  replace  the 
present  misatisfactory  source. 


DRAINAGE  MD  SEV>T]RAGE . 

During  the  year,  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
cemjnenced  work  on  preparing  proposals  for  remedying  the  defects 
in  the  sewerage  system  which  have  occasioned  flooding  in  the 
uas  t • 


REi^USE  DISPOSAL . 

Household  refuse  is  Qolbectcd  daily  in  the  centre  of  the 
tc.v/n  and  twice  weekly  elsewhere,  and  is  disposed  of  by  un- 
controlled tipping  on  land  near  Marsh  Farm. 


HOUCING. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  30  of  the  first  46  houses  on  the 
Council’s  permanent  housing  site  at  The  Glebe  had  been  completed 
and  a start  had  been  made  on  the  second  contract  - for  24  houses. 

Formal  action  under  section  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
resulted  in  undertakings  to  use  as  stores  tvifo  unfit  houses  in 
St.  Domingo  Place  from  which  the  tenants  were  rehoused.  A 
Closing  Order  under  section  12  was  made  in  respect  of  a hut  in 
a garden  from  which,  also  the  tenants  v;ere  rehoused. 


FOOD. 


A total  of  56  inspections  has  been  made  in  connection  with 
the  preparation  of  food  for  sale.  Eighteen  of  these  were  of 
pr^imlses  where  ice  creaia  is  prepared.  Ten  samples  of  ice  epeam 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  exaraination  and  the  classification 
in  accordance  with  the  recommended  provisional  gradings  was  as 


ujiaer : - 
Grade  1 

Grade 

2 

Grade  3 

Grade  4 

2 

3 

2 

3 

The 

disappointing 

results 

were  thought 

to  be  due  to  failure 

of  the  manufacturers  to  secure  delivery  of  plant  on  order  - 
particularly  coolers. 

Small  quantities  of  food  unfit  for  human  consumption  were 
surrendered  and  buried  on  25  occasions. 


Dorothy  M,  Rees, 


M.B. ,B.S. , D.P.H. 
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Partioularc  of  Sanitary  Incpector’ s Work . 


INSPECTION  OP  DY/TELLINQ  HOUSES  DURING  THE  m^R  1948 . 

Total  No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)* 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 
tae  Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations  1925  and  1932 
Included  in  previous  coluimi, 

ITo,-  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  he  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  he  unfit  for 
hur.icUi  habitation. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  he  in  all  respects 
reasoxiably  fit  for  hiiman  habitation  (exclusive  of  those 
in  previous  colui'on) . 

No,  of  defective  dv/elling  houses  render  ’’  fit  in  con- 
st.guence  of  informal  action  by  the  loca.  uthority 
or  their  officers. 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POh'ERS  DURING  YE.IR . 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Sections  9 . 10  and  1 6 . 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 
served  requiring  repairs. 

No.  of  dwe'Jling  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  (By  Ov/ners). 

Public  Health  Acts . 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
orders  were  made. 

No'.-  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
aftor  service  of  formal  notices  (By  Owaiers). 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Sections  11  and  13. 

Nc.  of  dwelling  houses  in  resTject  of  which  undertakings 
ar.copbed  not  to  re-use  for  housing. 

No.  vif  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  persuance  of 
demolition  orders. 

Kcu.r.ing  Act,  1936.  Section  12 . 

No.  oj.’  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  re- 
spect of  which  closing  orders  were  made. 

HOUSING  A.CT3,  1936.  PART  IV  - OVERCROV/DINCr . 
No.  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year. 

No.  of  families  dwelling  therein. 

No.  of  persons  dwelling  therein. 

No.  of  new  cases  of  overcrov/ding  reported  during  year. 
No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  year. 

No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases. 


75 

15 

9 

26 

23 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

2 

nil 

1 

26 

36 

130 

nil 

8 


45 
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19 

21 

130 

65 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 


MILK  AlTD  DAIRI'ES  ORDERS . 

NOo  of  Registered  Cow  Keepers."  4 
No,  of  Inspections.  7 
No.  of  Registered  Dairymen.  1 
No.  of  Inspections.  3 
i!i-‘ R Samples . 

sfactory  7 
l/osatisfactory  nil 
Tn-coL:  7 


SANITARY  INSPECTION . 

Particulars  of  v/ork ^cspr^r ied  out  during  year  1948 . 
No.  of  coinplaints  received. 

No.  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered. 

.ILQ . of  Premises  vis i ted . 

Iiispections . 

1,'e- visits. 

]To-  of  Notices  Served . 
pr  e.i  'j  mi  nary  i Housing 

Other 

r-' i+ntory ; Housing 

Other 

S’.uT-mary  A.ction . 

Jviivimonses  issued 
CvuiVictions  obtained 


FACTORIES  ACT.  1937. 


Premises 


(I'  Factories  in  which 
sect. ions  1,  2,  3,  4 & 
ai-u  uO  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities. 


No.  oii 
Register 

69 


(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which  6 

section  7 is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  section  7 is  enforced  nil 
by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers  premises). 


TOTAL: 


75 


Inspections  Written  Occupiers 
Notices  prosecuted 


18 


nil 


nil 


nil 


nil 


nil 


nil 


18 


nil 


nil 


nil 


nil 


W.  D.  Waine,  M.I.,  Mun.E. 
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